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Die Veneris, 1 3* Decembris, 1776, Poft Meridiem. 


ORDERED, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and 
are hereby, given to the Lord Biſhop of Lichfield and 
Coventry, for the Sermon by him preached before this 
Houle, this Day, in the Abbey Church, Weſtminſter; and 
he is hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith printed 
and publiſhed. Gs 1 


ASHLEY COWPER, 
Cler. Parliamentor. 
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PREACHED BEFORE 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
T H E HOUSE OF LORDS, 
IN THE 


ABBEY CHURCH OF WESTMINSTER, 


ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER I 33 1776, | 
BE IN G 


1 The Day appointed by Ar 10 RITY for a GENERAL FasT, 
1 on Account of the AMERICAN REEBELLION. 

7 By NnICHAR LORD BISHOP OE 
XZ LICHFIELD AND COVENTRY. 
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FI AL M cat. Y. 16: | 
I called mine own ways to remembrance : and turned my feet 
2 » unto thy teſumonies, 


\HE great object of this day's ſolemnity, is, 10 
Humble ourſelves before Almighty God, in order to obtain 
Pardon of our fins. But this end requires, that we enter 
into an earneſt recollection of our ways, and ſtedfaſtly 
reſolve to forſake all thoſe, which we ſhall find reaſon to 


condemn, | 


Such is the example ſet us by the royal author of the 


text; And, though it might claim our reſpect at all times, 


8. if 


* — 


[6 ] 


it eſpecially does ſo, at this juncture, when our fins have 
brought down upon us the heavieſt of thoſe judgments, 


i with which it pleaſes God to viſit, and, if it may be, to 
i — — nations. 


And the hand of heaven is not the leſs, but the more 


| viſible in this calamity, for it's befalling us, when the 
= acknowledged power of our country ſeemed to ſecure it 


. againſt all reſiſtance, both within and without; and when 
it was not to be expected, from the uſual courſe of human 


| affairs, that an attempt of this nature, ſo unprovoked, at 
( once, and ſo hazardous, would be made. Something there 
; muſt have been, much amiſs in that people, againſt whom 
: the Almighty permits the ſword of civil — under Hach 
i circumſtances, to be drawn. 
From what ba" and by what eps, this portentous _ 7 
| miſchief hath grown up to it's preſent ſize and terror, it is E 
þ not needful, and may not be proper, for me to ſay. For —_ 
which of us is unacquainted with theſe things? And how ap 
ill ſuited to the modeſt. piety of this day would be, the n 
vehement accuſation of others, or the follicitous juſtification | 9 
of our ſelves ! 1 | # 
q Yet, among the various pretences, which have ſerved to 


pervert the judgments of many, One is ſo ſtrange, and of 
ſo pernicious a tendency, were it to be generally admitted, 
that a word or two cannot be IIS | in the ceyfure 
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It is in the order of things, that they who, for any pur- 


poſe, wiſh to draw the people into a ſcheme of reſiſtance to 
an eſtabliſhed government, ſhould labour to impreſs them, 


firſt of all, with a perſuaſion of their being ill governed. 


Acts of tyranny and oppreſſion are, therefore, ſought out 
with diligence ; and invented, when they cannot be found : 
And the credulous multitude have but too Ts at all 
times, lent an ear to Fe W 


But it is quite 1 and beyond meaſure extravagant, to 


tell us, That, although there be no conſiderable abuſe of 


the government, as it now ſtands, we are bound in con- 
ſcience to reſiſt it, becauſe ſuch abuſe is poſlible, and becauſe 
a more defirable form of government may be conceived. 
And yet, to the diſgrace of an age, calling itſelf philoſo- 


phical, ſuch. lophiſtry has paſſed, not on the multitude 
only, but, as it is ſaid, on wiſe men. 


on the other band, it would be unjuſt to ſay, that 
ſpeculations on the nature and end of government are, 


therefore, uſeleſs or even hurtful, becauſe we ſee them, in 
the preſent inſtance, ſo egregiouſly miſapplied. Theories 


on government, when framed by ſober and thinking men, 
cannot but be of great importance, as ſerving to remind 


both the governors and governed of their reſpective intereſts 
and duties; nay, and as tending ultimately to improve 


eſtabliſhments themſelves ; but by degrees only, and by 
B Haug cConſti- 
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conſtitutional means. Our own excellent eſtabliſhment has, 

in this way, been much improved: And we ſurely owe our 

thanks to thoſe theoriſts, whoſe generous labours have con- 
tributed to this end. 


But to apply theſe theories, how reaſonable ſoever in 
themſelves, directly to the correction of eſtabliſhed govern- 


ments, and to inſiſt, that force may, or ſhould, be called 


in to realize theſe viſions, is a fort of fanaticiſm, which, if 


ſuffered to take it's courſe, would introduce the utmoſt 
confuſion into human affairs; would be conſtantly diſturb- 


ing, and muſt, in the end, ſubvert, the beſt government, 
that ever did, or ever can, ſubſiſt in the a 5 


Thus much, then, in. * of ſo wild = Jeftrudive 


a principle, I could not help ſaying in the entrance of a 
_ diſcourſe, which, to ſuit the occaſion, ſhould have little of 
altercation and diſpute; and which, agreeably to the text, 
muſt turn chiefly on the great dutics of Recollection and 


Repentance. 


* 


But what, you will ſay, „Is a criminal enterprize, like 


this, which occaſions our preſent meeting, to be charged on 
thoſe only, againſt whom it is directed? And muſt we be 
the worſt of ſinners, becauſe there are thoſe of our fellow- 


ſubjects, who bave taken up arms againſt their Sovereign!“ 


Far be it from me to affirm either of theſe things! Yet 
he was a wiſe man, who ſaid, that, when a man's ways pleaſe 
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| the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him* : 


And. I think it clear from the tenour of ſcripture, and even 


from our own experience, that no national diſtreſs is ever 


inflicted, before it is deſerved. 


And the lie of this ſad th. 18 ground enough. 
for us to turn ourſelves to the great work of Repentance ; 
which does not require us to. form diſcouraging, or indeed 
any, compariſons between ourſelves and the enemies we 


contend with, but to call to mind that we have, indeed, 


merited the evil, we ſuffer, whether brought upon us imme» 
diately by our. own fins, or thoſe of other men. A civil 
war is the moſt dreadful of thoſe inſtruments, by which 
the moral government of God is adminiſtered in this 


world. And, when ſuch a judgment is in the earth, be our 


comparative merits what they may, we ſhall do well to 
learn righteouſneſs +. 


But, after all, who, or what are we, that we ſhould 
talk of merits, or ſcruple to place this alarming viſitation of 
heaven to the account of our ſins ? —Merciful God! Do thou 
incline our hearts to follow the example of thy ſervant, 
David, this day, in callins our own ways t0 remembrance, 
and we ſhall preſently ſee what need there 1s s for us to /urmn 
our feet unto thy ener! 


1. To FA from that point, whence all true worth and 
goodneſs Proceeds, I mean, from RELIGION. | 


* Prov. xvi. 7. + Iſaiah xxvi. 9. 


| There 


E081 


Uucre is no people on the face of the earth, more deeply 
i indebted to providence for bleſſings of all ſorts, ſpiritual as 
i well as temporal, than we of this Chriſtian and Proteſtant 
| nation. But has our pious gratitude kept pace with theſe 
obligations? 


Infinite are the benefits, that deſcend upon us from our 
* WELL-REFORMED Religion, and from the watchful care of 
| heaven in the ſupport and prote&ion of it. Yet who 
5 reflects on theſe things? Should we ſo much as hear 
1 a word on the ſubject, if it did not ſuit the purpoſe, 
; ſometimes, of peeviſh men and parties among us, to revive 
ö the memory of it? Have we even a decent regard for the 
ö honour of our great Reformers? And is not the little zeal, 

bl! we have left for proteſtantiſm itſelf, ſpent in idle cavils at 
ö the ſtupendous work, atchieved by their hands? 


6 But why ſpeak I of reformed religion? Is there any of us, 
* almoſt, who 1s animated with that zeal for CHRISTIANITx 
itſelf, which glowed 1 in the breaſts of our fathers? 

Too many e their diſbelief of it, nay, their utter 1 
contempt of all that is called Religion: and yet appear to 3P 
| give no offence (where, methinks, it ſhould be taken) by _— 
their manifeſt, their avowed, their oftentatious impieties. 6 | 
Is it not even growing into a maxim, in_certain quarters, 7 
1 that Religion, or Irreligion, is a matter of no moment in 1 
i, the 


In 


the characters of men, and that none, but a len is 
affected by that diſtinction? 


It is true, the witte, and, in every ſenſe of the word, 
better, part of the public have an abhorrence of this profli- 
gacy. They profeſs, and without doubt entertain, a reſpect 
for the authority of their divine religion, Yet who has not 
obſerved, that more than a few of theſe reduce that autho- 
rity to juſt nothing, and, in a ſort of philoſophical delirium, 
are for ſetting up their Reaſon, that is, their own authority, 
in it's ſtead? 


Even we, of the Clergy, have we not ſome need to be 
put in mind of doing our firſt works, and of returning to our 
firſt love * ? Has not the contagion of the times ſicklied 
over the complexion of even our zeal and charity? while 
we neither repell the enemies of the faith with that vigour, 
nor confirm the faithful themſelves with that vigilance, 


which did ſo much honour to our predeceſſors in the ſacred 
miniſtry, | | 


But to come to plain Practical Religion, as evidenced in 
our churches, and houſes, and in the offices of common 
life. 


How few are there, in compariſon, who make a con- 
ſeience of ſerving God, either 1 in public, or in private? Is 


there 


there ſo much as the air of piety in numberleſs families, - 


even on that day, which by God and man is fet apart for 
the duties of it? Nay, is not that day, I had almoſt ſaid, 


in preference to others, prophaned by every ſort: of amufe- 


ment and diffipation? As if there was a full purpoſe to 
ſhake off even that ſmall appearance of religion, which the 


Lord's day has hitherto, and but barely, kept up. So little 


do we retain of that habitual ſeriouſneſs, that awful ſenſe | 
of God, and of our dependence upon him, in which the | 


eſſence of the religious character couſiſts ! 


And, if ſuch be the ſtate of religion among | us, 


who will wonder, that the MoRAL vIRTUES, which 
have no firm abode in the Godleſs mind, are deſerting us ſo 
faſt? Who can think it ſtrange, that oaths have loſt their 
power? And that the moſt ſolemn engagements, even thoſe 
contracted at the altar itſelf, are falling apace, or rather are 


fallen with many, into contempt? 


Our natural appetites, indeed, are impatient for their 


reſpective gratifications ; and the lower claſſes of men, un- 
educated and undiſciplined, are, at all times, too generally 
enflaved by them. But an overflow of wealth, and, it's 
conſequence, ingenious Luxury, has now made our fantaſiic 


wants, as clamorous, as the natural; and. the rage, with 


which the objects of them, or what we call polite and 


elegant pleaſures and accommodations, are purſued in the 
higher ranks of life, diſcovers an impotency of mind, equal 


to that of the loweſt vulgar, and more ruinous in its effects, 


For, 


. 
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For, whence is it, elſe, that bankruptcies are ſo frequent? 
that every ſpecies of fraud and rapine is hazarded ? that a 
luſt for gaming is grown epidemical and uncontroulable? 
that the ruin of noble and opulent families ſurprizes nobody? 
that even ſuicide 1s the crime of almoſt every day, nay and 


juſtified, too, as well as committed? 


If e like theſe, admit of apgravation, it is, that 
they meet us in a country, where the religion of wn 1s 
taught in it's purity, and, as yet, is publicly profefled ; 

a country, that wants no means of knowing it's duty, = 


among it's other motives to the practice of it, has one, as 


rare as it is valuable, I mean, The beſt example in the 


* 0 
3. In this relaxed Jas. of cringe morals, it is eaſy to 
gueſs what muſt be the tone of our CIVIL or POLITICAL 


virtues, 


Vice 1s never ſo ſhameleſs, as when it pretends to public 


ſpirit. Vet this effrontery is ſo common, that it ſcandalizes 


nobody. If, indeed, noiſe and clamour and violence; if 


an affected tumour of words, breaking out in a loud defi- 
_ ance of dignities; if intemperate invectives againſt the moſt 


reſpected characters, and a contempt of all that wears the 
face of authority among us——were proofs of a juſt con- 
cern for the common weal ; ; there would be no want of this 


C But 


; 1 


But who ſees not, that true patriotiſm dares not allow 


itſelf in theſe liberties? that, if, in purſuit of à favourite 


object, it goes, occafionally, ſome lengths, ſcarce juſtifiable 


to itſelf, it never fails, however, to ſtop at a certain point, 
and to reſpect, at leaſt, the firm immoveable barriers of the 
Conſtitution? But has ſuch been the modeſty of our times? 
Let every one judge for himſelf. And, for the reſt, I with 
it had not appeared of late, that ſuch a ſpirit of rapine and 
corruption prevails, both at home and abroad, as threatens 


the ſubverſion of all our public intereſts ;—a ſpirit ! which 


neither the vigilance of parliament, nor the ſeverity of 


public juſtice, hath been able to controul. 


I PASS RAPIDLY over - theſe things, and omit a thouſand 
others, that might be mentioned, becauſe I would rather 
ſuggeſt matter to your own reflexions; than enlarge on ſo 


unwelcome a ſubjet, myſelf. Beſides, I know what is 


commonly thought of ſuch repreſentations. Some will 
treat them, as decent words, on this occafion ; others, as 


charges much aggravated, if not groundleſs; even, on 
many well-intentioned men an old and oft-repeated com- 


plaint will make, it is * but a flight impreffion. 


Still, it is our duty to ſpeak plainly, on ſuch a day, as 


this; and if we ſpeak truly too, it is very clear what muſt 
be the duty of our hearers, Reaſon ſtands aghaſt at the 


fight of an „ unprincipled, immoral, incorrigible” publick : 


And the word of God abounds in ſuch threats and denun- 


6 ciations, 


L 15 1 
ciations, as muſt ſtrike terror into the heart of every Believer. 


And, although Repentance may not enſure ſucceſs in the 


great conteſt, now depending, (for the All-wiſe Diſpoſer of 
events may ſee fit to decree otherwiſe) ; yet the likelieſt 


method we can take to procure that ſucceſs will be, by 
rendering ourſelves ſomewhat leſs unworthy of it, than, 
aſſuredly, we now are. At all events, an amendment of 


life will recommend us to the favour of God, and muſt 


therefore be uſeful, indeed is the only ng t in the 
end, can be truly ſo, to us. 


Let us then (every one for himſelf) try what Repentance 


can do, under this conviction of a too general depravity, and 


in this hour of national diſtreſs. One natural effect of it 


will be, A readineſs to ſubmit ourſelves to the authority of 
Government in all thoſe juſt meaſures, which it may ſee fit 


to take in the preſent emergency, and to give the utmoſt 


effect to them by our entire agreement and unanimity. 


And would to God, we had always been of this mind !— 


But, let us, at length, reſolve to be ſo. Then may we 


hope, with the divine bleſſing (which we have ſupplicated 
this day) on his Majeſty's arms and councils, that this unna- 


_ tural Rebellion will be ſoon compoſed ; the juſt rights of the 


nation reſtored; and a way opened for the re- eſtabliſnment 
of /aw and order in thoſe miſerably diſtracted provinces, 


which have now learned, from experience, the juſt value of 
both. 


To 


3 


To conclude; a pious and Chriſtian uſe of the preſent 
occaſion, in putting up our vows to heaven for the return of 
the public tranquillity, and in forſaking, every one of us, 
the error of our ways, will perfectly correſpond to the views 
of our moſt religious and gracious Sovereign; who, in 
calling upon us to join with him in this ſolemn faſt, in the 
midſt of his ſucceſſes, demonſtrates, that his truſt is not in 
his own ſtrength, but in that of the Almighty ; that He 
regards this neceflary chaſtiſement of his undutiful ſubjects, 
as a matter of the deepeſt humiliation; and that Victory 
itſelf but redoubles his ardour to procure for us, and for all 
his people, the bleflings of Peace. 


